
 

 
 

 
IN-SHOP: Eco-labelling of retail stores 

 
 
Description 
 
 An eco-labelling system is established in the Nordic countries, where grocery shops can apply for Nordic 
Swan – an environmental label awarded to best performing shops. The eco-labelling criteria embrace the 
entire life cycle/supply chain of food and non-food products and can serve as guidance for retailers to 
improve their environmental profile (Nordic Ecolabelling 2010).  
 
To receive the Nordic Ecolabel, stores must have a minimum selection of organic and environmentally sound 
products and must further continuously reduce their impacts on the environment by for example improving 
energy efficiency of their operations, reducing and sorting waste and other measures. 
 
Beside Nordic Swan, Sweden has the Good Environmental Choice “Bra miljöval” eco-label for grocery 
stores. It is awarded by the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation. Criteria are based on the store 
fulfilling a range of basic requirements focused on its product range and “authentic environmental work”, as 
well as on fulfilling yearly thematic requirements.  
 
 
Potential for positive environmental impact 
 
Eco-labelling of retail stores is a good instrument for retailers to improve their environmental performance, 
get acknowledgement of their efforts and verification from a third party and to communicate their 
achievements to customers.  
 
 
Prevalence and future potential 
 
By the end of 2009 there were more than 400 Swan ecolabel stores in the Nordic countries, mainly in 
Sweden and Norway.   
 
In Finland Suomen lähikauppa Oy has 23 Swan-labelled outlets (September 2010) and aims to get label for 
outlets in the Valintatalo-chain. The first store in Denmark was Swan –labelled in 2010 (Denmark.dk 2010)   
 
All stores in ICA Sweden are to be certified by Nordic Swan or meet the criteria. See case study.  
 
More than 100 Swedish stores mainly from the chain Willy are labelled with “Bra Miljöval” 
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